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Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Human Life, 


. 


Happy we xl. varſe 14. 
Brew hav 1 contitieing eity ; but wwe fork e bs ie. Fe 


Tur life of man in this world 5s often compared in 
Seripture to the life of a traveller, of u deo 4nd ſo- 
journer here below, Heaven, that ſeat of eſtabliſhed 
| happineſs above, is our home, and ought as ſuch to be 
_  puriued by us, Thither al] our Reps ſhould be diveftedl ; 
| .thither in heart and affection we ſhoule be continuall 
aſcending, while we travel through this world, as the road = 
to a berter. country above,” In our journey we meet wth =» 
all the-inconveniences to Which travellers are ſubje zt, di- 
Agroeuble jodging, and ordinary entertuimment; and if 
dur accenunodattons were much better thmuthey com- 
monly are, yet mum we leave them, and no more think 
of taking up with them, than 2 traveller would of fixing 
his habitation upon the moſt beautiful ſpot of earth he 
meets with in his way, er in the beſt accommodated inn 
pon the road, The little reſt we have i (hort and in- 
E, terrupted, and like that of travellers, muſt be lefi perhaps 
with the next morning's light, and we ourſelves called 
hence to an cvetlatting and unchangeable ſtate of exiſtence, . 
„ 6 Here we have no continuing city, but we ſeek one to 
BY 8" EEE y La LIEN 
I. Theſe words reminds us of what we are but tov apt 
to forget, viz. the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our abode 
E na ( 8 . 
II. T hey ſuggeſt the courſe we ought to take in con- 
ſequence vt this, viz. to ſeck our . eee in that future 


ſtate, where only pure, unimixed, and eternal joys are to 


* 
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I. Let us conſider the force of theſe words, Here we 


have no continuing city. 1ſt. Experience alone may 
convince us, that our days are fleeting as the ſhadow of 
a cloud that paſſeth over the earth; or, as the vapour that 


ariſeth for a moment, and then vaniſheth away. 2dly, 


The thread of our preſent exiſtence is liable to be cut 


hort by numberleſs accidents, and numberleſs diſeaſes. 


No ſooner does this animal frame arrive at a certain pitch, 
than, like the flower of the field, it haſtens to decay. Death 


may ſeize us at a moment's warning, and remove us 
hence, as it has done thouſands before us, in all the differ- 


ent ſtages of life, at a time we look not for him. Or if 
no ſudden call ſhould furprize us, a few years at fartheſt, 
will lay us in the duſt of the earth, and deftroy not only 
the life we now have, but the very remembrance of it 
too ; fo that in a ſhort time, the place which now knows 
us, will know us no more again tor ever. 
2. The things of this world are no more to be de. 


nded on than our power of enjoying them. Riches 


riſe and fall of individuals, ſhew it. Where are the 
mighty empires of the Greeks, the Medes and Perſians ? 


Nothing almoſt but the names remain. Where are the 


proud cities of Nineveh and Babylon? Are they not be- 


come ruinous heaps? a dwelling place for dragons, an 


aſtcnithment and hiſſing without inhabitant? Even Jeru- 


ſalem, fo famed of old as the glory of the whole earth, 


has long ſince been defiroyed from the very foundations, 


and that land which was once the heritage of God's pe- 
in 


culiar people, is now trodden down of the Gentiles. 


Ihe fame initability of human greatneſs, is obſervable in 


the rite and fall of families, and individuals. Look round 


make themſelves wings and fly away, Our beſt friends, 
and moſt valuable acquaintances, often die, and leave us 
overwhelmed with forrow for their loſs. Fire, ſtorm, or 
| thieves, may ſtrip us of our worldly goods: and pre- 
tended friends, or open enemies, may make our ruin the 
foundation of their own greatneſs. Nothing is perma- 
nent on earth. The revolutions of kingdoms, and the 
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the neigibourhood in which you have reſided for thirty fra 


or forty years, What unexpected chariges have your eyes 


beheid in that ſhort ſpace of time? Y ou have fren the 
obſcure and indigent, exalted to 1iches arid honour; and 


- 


— 
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many of thoſe, who oace held conſpicuous ſtations in 
life, depreſſed with poverty, or buried in the duſt. 


Among the numbers that ſurround you, how few do you 


behold of thoſe who were the companions of your youth? 


And of thoſe few ſtill fewer? whoſe out ward circumſtanes 


a inſtability of all earthly enjoy ments, this world muſt, of 
; courſe, be a ſcene of trial and trouble. And ſuch indeed 
1 it is found to be. We e iter upon lite, perhaps big with 
8 the expe tation of nothing but the enjoyment of uninter- 
. rupted good; and we find ourſelves ſoon ſurrounded with 
* a crowd of evils. We go on ſtill hoping to find ſume- 
5 thing ſatisfactory, and are ſtill diſappointed: unhappy 
* by miiti.,g the object of our wiſhes, or wretched by ob- 
it tiining it. e either find not what we fought ; or we 
'S find What appeared to be happineſs, to be eniptineſs, if - 
I not bitterneſs itſelf, We bend under our own aitlictions, 
e and a feeling heart often lays upon us the additional load 
es of other people's. Poverty ſubjects us to the bitter 
18, bondage of inceſſant toils; or if we arrive at the more 
us elcvated ſtations of life, are we more ſecurely feaced about 
cr from evils, or more defended trom unhappinels than thoſe 
Ce blew us? Is the ſleep of them that poſſeſs much, 
he ſweeter or leſs interrupted than that of their inferiors? _ 
a- Orr are diſeaſes and death kept longer from them thai from 
the the pooreſt? Far otherwiſe, [he outſide indeed is daz- 
the ꝛling and pompous, but within are cares and fears. Or 
as? | ſuppoſing we could attain all the honours and riches we 
the deſire, and what is ſtill leſs to be expected, that we ſhuuld 
be- teel ourſelves happy in the poſſeſſion of them, yet alas! 
an how little would it avail us? The time of mee at. 
TU- fartheil is ſhort. We have no continuing city here. 
rth,* The 14% enemy muſt come, and to tus force the built 
ons, fabric of human happineſs muſt. yield: | 
pe- Such is the uncertain and unhappy condition of man 
ies. in this world, from the higheſt to the lowelt without ex- 
le in ception. What therefore. muſt we do? Shall we lie 
und con in deſpair of help? Or (hall we ſpend our time in 
arty | [cujleſs con. plants of our unhappy portion, : and retuie 
eves | | A 3 wk <1 


have not, in ſome reſpe2 or other, ſuffered ſo ne con- 
ſiderable change. 
From the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, and: from the 


to ſeek for happineſs, bein we cannot find i it in this 
earthly vale ? Shall we not rather in the 
II. Place attend to the ſuggeſtion in the text, and dez 
we have no continuing city here, learn with the Apoſtle | 
to ſeek one to come, in thoſe regions of eternal delight, 
where the miſeries of our preſent fate will no longer affect 
us; nay, where the very remembrance of them will be 
effaced by joys unſpeab able, and full of glory. That 
nothing but our own fault can deprive us of this bleſſed- 
neſs, is a truth we all, as Chriſtians, profeſs to believe, 
God has prepared it as the rev ard of virtue from the 
foundation of the world. Chriſt has revealed it in the 
goſpel as the purchaſe of his merits, which he invites 
and intreats us to accept at his hands. Our belief of it 
is confirmed by a ſeries of well atteſted miracles, and par- 
ticularly by the reſurrection of our Lord from the dead, 


and his aſcenſion to heaven; than which nothing can be ] 


a plainer proof that he was ſent from God to teach us the 
road to true happineſs in a continuing city to come. In- 
deed one chief defign of Chriſt's appearance on earth was, 
to bring this future life and immortality to light ; and ac- 
cordingly we fee it expreſsly end repeatediy inculcated 
throughout the goſpel. The hour is coming, as our 
bleſſed Lord informs us, when all that are in the praves 
| ſhal! hear the voice of the Son of Man, and ſhall come 
forth; they chat have done good, to the reſurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, to the reſurrection of 
damnation, When the penitent malefactor applied to 
him for (mercy, he anſwered him in theſe gracious words, 


Verily, to-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe: i. e. 
in a ſtate of happineſs. And when he was about to leave 

this world, he told his ſorrowing diſciples, as the ampleſt 
tonſolat ion be could impart, Dat in his Father's houſe were | 


many manſions ; that he wrem to prepare a [lace for them, and that | 
e awould Come again und receive them to un, that where he 


was, there they night be alſo. The Apoſtles alſo, who were 
guided by the infallible ſpirit of God, do both in ther | 


tives and writings, exhibit the fame glorious hopes of that 
eternal reſt, which remaineth for the people of God. 


I hey tell us that the light afflictions of the preſent ſtate, 
are not worthy to be compared with that eternal weight of 
gory that ſhall be revealed: that a cruwn of righteouſneſs 
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_ endeavours muſt be exerted, ' We muſt with the Apoſtle 
ſcet, before we can reaſonably hope to obtain that king 


„ * 
is. reſerved for all that love the appearance of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens: that by the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, we are begotten again 


to a lively hope of an inheritance incorrupt:ble, undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for us. 
Nay, St. John, to aid our weak conceptions, has gone ſo 
far as to preſent us with a grand and affecting view of that 
holy city, the new Jeruſalem, which is to be the perpetual 
reſidence of the Saints made perfect. And though the 
deſcription contains an aſſemblage of the moſt beautiful 
and magnificent ideas, and be as particular as our preſent 
faculties can admit, yet does it fall far ſhort of the glori- 
ous original, For as another Apoſtle informs us, eye 


hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 


the heart of man to conceive the things which God hath 


there prepared for them that love him. However putting 
all this together, it is plain to every one that believes the 


Goſpel, that though we have no continuing city here, 
yet it will be our own fault if we have not one in a better 


world; and that however miſery and diſappointment may 
be our portion on earth, yet in heaven we ſhall enjoy 
happineſs unmixed and eternal. 3 


- Now if ſuch complete felicity cloſe the ſhort ſeend of 
this probationary ſtate; if God and angels ſtand ready to 


receive us at the end of our earthly pilgrimage, and to 


welcome us into the joy of our Lord; and if all that an 
everlaſting heaven can impart be the final reward of our 
faith and obedience; then how unworthy ſhall we be of 
that bleſſedneſs, if inſtead of ſeeking it with a degree of 


earneſtneſs ſuitable to its worth and excellency, we con- 


fine our affections and purſuits to the ſordid and periſhable 
enjoyments of this lower world, and refuſe to do the 
work which God hath appointed us. Let us not deceive 


our own ſouls in a matter of ſuch importance! The 
bleſſedneſs we have been ſpeaking of belongs to them 


only, who by patient continuanee in well doing, ſeek for 


glory, honour, and immortality. Lazy wiſhes, and par- 


tial performances, will not ſecure it. Our moſt active 
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n e And low Abt he tak io 


Was it not by a life devoted to the ſervice of God, and 
the good of his fellow creatures? by voluntarily expoſing 


himſelf to reproach and perſecution in the way of his 


duty? and by ſacrificing every comfort, convenience, and 
advantage in this world, and even life itſelf to the hope of 
greater bleſſings in a better world to come? And if Hea- 


ven's choiceſt favourites thus entered into glory through 


much tribulation, can we expect to arrive there on eafier 


terms. If therefore we would ſucceſsfully ſeek a continu- 


ing city to come, it muſt be in the way that holy men of 


old have done it before us; even by ſuch a faith in Chriſt, 


as produces obedience to the precepts. of the goſpel ; and 
by continually exerciſing ourſelves to have a conſcience 
void of offence both towards God and towards man. 
More particularly, we muſt make the Almighty the chief 
object of our fear and love. We mult worthip and ſerve 


him truly all the days of our life. We muſt pray to him 
in all our wants, ſubmit to him in all our ſuiferings,. and 


praiſe him far all the comforts and conveniences he affords 


us here, and for the hopes he hath given us in Chriſt, of 
glory and immortality hereafter. So far from being con- 
formed to the world, we muſt do what we canfto check the 


growing immoralities of the age in which we live, We 


muſt meekly inſtruct the ignorant, boldly rebuke vice, and : 
patiently ſuffer for the truth's ſake.. Every worldly ad- 


vantage that comes in competition with a good conſcience 
muſt be renaunced. Every delire of forbidden pleaſures 
mult. be mortified. We mult be temperate and chaſte, 


humble and lowly. in our own eyes, meek and mercifal, 


true and juſt in all our dealings with mankind ; and ready 
to forgive the treſpaſſes of our brethren againſt us, as we 


expect forgiveneſs of our own offences at the hand of 
God, We mult walk in all the commandments and or- 


dinances of the Lord blameleſs; and, in particular, we 


muſt remember. to profeſs our faith in him in that pecu- 


liar way which he bimſelf hath appointed, viz? by re- 


verently and thankfally eating and drinking at his table; 
and above all, we muſt culvitate that ſpirit of univerſal 
love, which ſhone ſo conſpicuouſly in Him, and without 


which we in vain pretend to the character of Chriſt's 
diſciples. + HED TAS 5 
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If we thus ſeek a continuing city to come, we have 
every aſſurance from the word of God, that we ſhall not 
ſeek it in vain. . . 
All that remains now is to apply what has been ſaid in 
| few practical inferences. And 5 3 
I. If our abode on earth is ſo ſhort and uncertain, ank 
All worldly poſſeſſions and enjoyments ſo empty and un- 
ſtable, then why ſhould we /perd our money for that which is 
'* not bread, and our labour for that which ſatiifieth nos? Why 
' ſhould we live and act as if our days on earth would ne- 
ver end, and fo preedily aſpire after that, which oftener 
proves a curſe than a bleſſing to its poſſeſſors? What 
: tolly to ſeek our happineſs where reaſon, experience, and 
' the word of God affures us it is not to be found? And 


— 


— Oregon 


| What till greater folly to purſue the riches of this world, 


as too many do, by unjuſt and oppreſſive methods? For 
this is, in effect, to give our ſouls in exchange for the 
world, and to prefer the empty huſks which earth af. 
fords, to the ſolid and permanent delights of heaven. Our 
happineſs conſiſts not in the abundance we poſſeſs; or if 
it did, and we could even enjoy (as it is Kley called) 


All the goods of this world, yet we know, that in the 


midſt of life we are in death. Pain, ailliction, and adver- 
fity, in all their various forms of miſery, are our portion 
here. In theſe circumſtances of diftrets, what more na- 
' tural than to with for a more ſettled ſtate of happineſs ? 


And if we with for it, we ſhould weigh the arguments 
that prove it, and yield to the force of the evidence they 


carry with them. And if after this we are convinced 
| that there really is ſuch a future ſtate of happineſs, we can- 
not be ſo inſenſible to our own good, as not to defire a 

ſhare init; and if we really defire it, we will be careful 
to ſeek it in the way that God hath appointed, viz. by 
the uniform practice of all that is good, and virtuous, 


and praiſe-worthy. ' * 


2. The aſſurance which the goſpel gives us of future 
bleſſedneſs in a continuing city to come, will (if we im- 
prove it as we ought) be a never- failing cordial of delight 

in this our earthly pilgrimage. It is calculated to convey. 
| ſupport and conſolation to the loweſt and moſt unhappy 
of the ſons of Adin, if they are but lo wite as to By 
hold of it. Let us but live up to dur Cluiſtiau protel- 


. a , 


— qa. 


Aon, and then we know that the greateſt 7evils' thut befal 


us, can laſt no longer than this ſhort life. What puts 
an end to our exiſtence here, puts an end tg our miſeries 


too, and at the ſame tune introduces us i happinels un- 
utterable and inconceivable, Iuſt therefore m the | 
Lord, and be doing good ; and then may you be aſſured, 
tat though you are poor in this world, yet ſhail vou 
have durable and abundant richts in the next.  Fhough | 
loaden with affliction, and ſunk in diſtreſs, yet thorrly | 
will Chriſt wipe away all tears from your eyes, and ſoon © 
wol you arrive at thuſe bleſt abades, where ſin and ſor-- 
to ſhall be no more known for ever. Though yog 
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has not here, (it may be) like your bleſſed Maſter, even | i 


waere to lay your head, an in heaven are manſions af 


glory to receive you. LThough the wicked and [profane 


no treat you with contempt, yet a few years will wake 
a wide alteration in your favour. 
of juſt men made perfect will become your familiar m- 
panions and friends, and Chriſt hiinſelf will not diſdam © 
to own you as a beloved brother. In ſhort, be your ed 
| ſituation in this lite ever ſo deplorable, the day is at haut 
that wilt (et all right; when you. ſhall lift up your heads © 
5 with joy, and bleſs God even for thoſe | ſevere diſpanſa · | | 
tions in this world, that have Jed to ſuch conſummate 


happineſs in the next, 
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| ly I | ortance, and what 
each of us ſhould put to his- on conſcience, Am | ſeek 


ing a continuing city to come? Does your life and eon · 
verſation ſhew it? Do you watch and pray againit the 
| ins that moſt eaſily belet you? Do you endeayour, while 
in the world, to live above the world? Does your belief 
af thole joys, that are at God's right hand for evermore, 
render you ſuperior to all that earth can promiſe, and to 


all it can threaten, while you are paſhag thither? Are 


you afraid to offend God? Do you make conſcience of 
_ obſerving all his commands? Do you endeavour to pleaſe 
him by a life of piety ? Do you ſtudy to glorify. him by 
2 {trict regard to your moral. condust? In ſhort, we you |. 
following Chriſt, not Ike the thougatleſs multitudes in 


the days ot his fleſh, from low, ſelath motives ; but like 


ly, Since the promiſe of future bleſſedneſs is made 
to thole only, who ſeek it in the way that God pre- 
| ſcribes, it becomes a queſtion of 


Angels and the ſpirits |& 
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1 

his Faithful diſciples, that you may know his will, 2nd do 
= N. If your conſciences can anſwer aright to theſe inqui- 
eg ties, then will Chriſt lead you to a continuing city, ſo 
n- | dwradble, that its foundations are repreſented by rocks of 
he ſolid gems; and fo ger inn, that its —— are de- | 
d, | ſcribed as gold, and its gates as prar!. 

ou But if, on the contrary, your heart tell you, that fo far 
= | from ſeeking that future bleflednefs which the goſpel re- 
ly | veals, you ſeldom, or never think of it: or if thinking of 
on it, you will not allow it to have the proper influence 
»s | upon your life: if your defires are only earthly, ſenſual, 
u and devilith : if 2 — yourſelf to go on in a courſe fe of 
den mimiquity, to profane God's holy name, to break his Sab- 
of [md or to continue in any other wilful ſins, then think, 

: 


and tremble to think, how wretched your condition muſt i 
be, when death ſeparates you for ever from what you have 
rits | choſen as your chief happinefs. Then inſtead of receiv- 
ms ing a crown of glory in heaven, you will, as the enemies 
„ ef God and goodneſs, be doomed with 4 and damn- 
ied ſpirits, to have your portion in that lake which burns 
with fire and brimitone, which is the ſecond death. 
One thing only can prevent this, and that is, an imme- 
iate repentance, and a thorough change of heart and life, 
flowing from faith in the Redeemer. If this is neglected 
1 will give the devil cauſe to triumph in your ruin; and 
that with you well to lament your incorrigible folly and 
inacy, who would take no warning 
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. Ye liviog men, the tomb ſurvey, where you muft 2 901 $ - 
Hark how the awful tummons ſounds in ev'ry fun ral knell! | 
Once you muſt die, and once for all; the ſolemn purport weigh 3 

For kuow that heaven and hell are hung on that important day. 
B. Tho ſe 28 ſo long in darkneſs veil'd, mut wake the Judge to 


And evi word, and ev'ry thought muſt pas his ſerutiny. | 


4 0 may I in che judp? beh. d my Saviour und my friend, 
And ſar be vyoud the reach of death v with all vis ſaints aſcend! 
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